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Our family expresses their gratitude for your heartfelt 
condolences, flowers and well wishes at this time. 

Thank you for your support. 
 

Friday 7th August 2020 at 11.00am  
Greek Orthodox Parish of St. Paraskevi 

22 Marsden Crescent, Saint Albans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Loving Memory of 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleftherios Vogiagis  
15th December 1937 - 30th July 2020 



My Dad was self-made and self-reliant, his word was his bond and everyone knew it.  
I never heard him utter a lie, nor intentionally deceive. From little education, he gained 
many skills through extraordinary persistence and hard work, then he perfected them.  
My Dad’s love for my mother was eternal, they shared honest values, an unbending 
 focus to one and another of trust, honesty and loyalty. He ensured that their love could 
never be compromised. He was the most selfless man I’ve ever known. He sacrificed his 
own life for the benefit of his family, always depriving himself so my sister and I could 
have a better and much easier life. Dad I will miss you every day, I love you with all my 
heart and your memory will live on through us, your family forever. Words can never 
thank you enough Dad for all you have done. I will strive every day to become to my 
family the kind of husband and father you were to us.  
I love you Dad; may you rest in peace.  
 
Emmanuel 
 
 
Dad was an effective communicator, who always got his point across despite his poor 
English.  When I was three he saved me from drowning.   He was your typical Greek 
dad, strong, overprotective and loving in a distant way. When I got older he was very 
strict with me, but not so much with my brother.  He was torn between home and  
homeland.  He  couldn't live in Samos so he bought the Gisborne farm, it was there that 
he recreated the Samos of his youth.  I miss him so much.  Daphne Vogiagis 
 
Love Daphne 
 
 
I am eternally grateful for the sacrifices my papou made and the times he put our family 
first. He showed great adherence not only to the people in his life, but to his animals and 
his hundreds of cherry trees. My papou was an embodiment of hard work, fearlessness, 
devotion and care. I love him endlessly and will miss him forever. I can still picture his 
smile and hear his laugh in my mind, I know that while he may not be with me now,  
he will live perpetually in my heart. 
 
Iliana 
 
 
My papou was the most hardworking and wise person I’ve ever known, he inspires me 
to always work my hardest and to never give up. He would always greet me with a smile 
I’ll never forget and the little chuckle he would give always warmed my heart.  
I will always remember the love and dedication he showed not only towards his work,  
but also towards his family. I promise to try my hardest everyday and make him proud. 
 
From Leonie  
 
 
Dear Pappou, we loved hugging you every time we saw you. We loved going to the farm 
and eating all the cherries and feeding the sheep. Thankyou for being the best Pappou . 
 
Leo and Anthony   



6.   Now comes the final petition, prayer and dismissal, without 
 the:  “Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers...” 
 
7.  The eulogy is delivered at this time, and all are invited to pass by 
 the casket and offer the “last kiss”, i.e. pay the final respects to 
 the departed. 
 
8.  When all have passed through, the priest (may do the committal 
 here or at the grave site) escorts the body to the entrance of the 
 church where he concludes the whole service with the:  
 
 “For you are the resurrection, the life and the repose of  your 
 departed servant Eleftherios and: “Through the prayers of our 
 Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ, our God, have mercy on 
 us and save us. Amen.” 
 
9.  The body is then taken to the grave site where the Trisagio is said 
 again and the committal is made (if not already done in the 
 church) as follows: The Priest pours on the body blessed oil  
 saying:  
 
 “Sprinkle me with hyssop and I shall be cleansed, wash me 
 and I shall be whiter than snow:” Then he spreads some earth 
 on the body, saying: “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness 
 thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, you are earth 
 and to earth shall you return.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FUNERAL SERVICE 
 

On the day of the funeral the priest escorts the body of the departed from 
the entrance of the church to the soleas, censing with the censer and 
chanting the: “Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal” at a slow pace. 
When they arrive at the soleas the funeral service begins. It consists of the 
following parts: 
 
1.  A “conversation” between the departed and God through the lips 
 of those attending, by the chanting of eighteen verses from Psalm 
 118 in three stanzas. This is the longest of all Psalms (176 verses 
 in all), and its main theme is to be a song of praise to the Divine 
 Law by using in each verse (except one, Nu 122) one of the ten 
 different words which reveal the Law given by God to man, such 
 as: Law, Way, Judgement, Witness, Commandments, Ordinances, 
 Rules, Truth, Word, and Declaration. This is intended to  
 demonstrate how precious the Law of God is, and of what great 
 benefit it is to man and with what reverence man must accept it. It 
 begins with this impressive statement:  
 
  “The undefiled in the course of their life: praise the Lord”, and 

 continue with: “blessed are you O Lord, teach me your rules of 
 life. Alleluia” (which means: praise the Lord). “My soul is now 
 burning with a strong desire for ever to obey your truths.  

  Alleluia.” “Lead on my faithful heart to your testimonies, and 
 ever not to greediness. Alleluia.” “Your own hands created me 
 and fashioned me, give me understanding that I may learn 
 your commandments. Be merciful to me, O Lord” “I am 
 yours,  save me, for your rules of life I have always sought. Be 
 merciful to me, O Lord.” 

 
2. The conversation continues with three of four “Evlogitaria.” so 
 called because each starts with the preface: (Evlogitos I Kirie,” 
 which means: blessed are you O Lord.)  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 “Blessed are you, O Lord, teach me your rules of life.”   
 “The company of saints has found the source of life.  
 May I find too the way through repentance.” 
 
 “You who of old created me out of nothing in your divine  
 image, to your own likeness restore me.”  “I am an icon of 
 your ineffable glory, even through the marks of sin are on me: 
 cleanse me in your compassion, and make me, once again, a 
 citizen of Paradise.” 
 
3. Then, we the living add our pleas in support of the requests  of the 
 deceased with the last Evlogitarion:  
 
 “Rest O God, your departed servant and assign him to  
 Paradise” a hymn to the Trinity:  “Let us praise the  
 tri-brilliance of the singleness of  the God head shine upon us, 
 who in faith worship you, and deliver all of us from the eternal 
 fire.”                                         
             
 A hymn to the Theotokos: “Hail, Holy one, who bore God in the 
 flesh so that all of us could be saved through you  may we find 
 Paradise, O Pure and Blessed Theotokos,: and the Kontakion: 
 “with all the Saints, give rest, O Christ, to your departed  
 servant’s soul, where there is no pain, no sorrow and no  
 lament, but only life eternally.” 
 
4.  Now comes the philosophy of life, graphically expressed with 

 eight hymns written by St. John of Damascus:  
 
 “What pleasure of life ever remains unmixed with grief? 
 What glory endures immovable on earth? All are feebler than 
 shadow’s, all more illusive than dreams. In a single moment 
 all are supplanted by death. But…” 
  “Like a flower it withers, and like a dream it vanishes and 
 dissolves away, every human being.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Then comes the teaching of the Church with a Preface 
 (Prokimenon), an apostolic passage and a Gospel passage.  
 The Preface to the Apostolic Reading is very touching, in-deed. 
 We the living, address to the deceased these prayerful and wishful 
 words; “Blessed is the road on which you travel today, because 
 a place of rest has been prepared for you.”   
 
 We speak, naturally, not to the still body, but to the living soul, 
 which we pray is on its way to a hospitable place where myriads 
 of luminous spirits of relatives and friends and all the righteous 
 will be waiting to welcome it and lead it to the bosom of  
 Abraham.   
 
 In the Apostolic passage from First Thessalonians 4, 13-17, 
 Paul tells Christians what their attitude towards death should 
 be:  
 
 “Brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant about those who 
 have fallen asleep, so that you will not grieve like those who 
 have no hope” and he goes on to give a superbly beautiful and 
 inspirational picture of the second coming of the Lord to judge the 
 living and the dead. That judgment by the Lord is described 
 clearly, concisely and emphatically in the Gospel reading from 
 John 5, 24-30:  
 
 “whoever hears my word, and believes in him who sent  me, 
 has eternal life. He will not be judged, but has al ready passed 
 from death to life. Do not be surprised at  this: for the time is 
 coming when all the dead in the graves will hear his voice, and 
 they will come forth: 
 Those who “have done the good deeds, to a resurrection of life 
 and those who have done the evil deeds to a resurrection of 
 Judgment.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


