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Opening Hymn: Here I am Lord (by John Michael Talbot)      Please stand 

 
I the lord of sea and sky 
I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save 
 
I have made the stars of night 
I will make their darkness bright 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Chorus: 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me 
I will hold your people in my heart 
 
I, the Lord of snow and rain 
I have borne my people's pain 
I have wept for love of them 
They turn away 
I will break their hearts of stone  
Give them hearts for love alone 
I will speak My Word to them 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Chorus 
 
I the lord of wind and flame 
I will tend the poor and lame 
I will set a feast for them 
My hand will save 
Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied 
I will give my life to them 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Chorus 

 

Father Justel: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:             Amen 
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GREETING 

Father Justel: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:             And with your spirit. 

Sprinkling with Holy Water: Father Justel 

Father Justel: In the waters of baptism, Lorraine died with Christ and rose with 

Him to new life. May she now share with Him in eternal glory. Amen 

Lighting of the Paschal Candle: Bernie Shea 

Father Justel: In baptism Lorraine received the light of Christ. That light has 

guided her throughout her life. May she now enjoy the risen life with 

his risen Lord. Amen 

Placing of the Pall:  Kate Birrell 

Father Justel: At her baptism Lorraine received the new garment, and was asked 

to wear it spotlessly throughout her life. May the Lord not look on 

any wrong that she may have done during her life, but rather look 

upon her faithfulness to her God and her love for her family and 

friends. Amen 

Cross:  Wendy Shea 

Hat:      Glenn Birrell 

 

Words of Remembrance Glenn Birrell and Gary Birrell  Please be seated 

 

Opening Prayer: Father Justel      Please stand 

Almighty God and Father, it is our certain faith that your Son, who died on the cross, 

was raised from the dead, the first fruits of all who have fallen asleep. Grant that 

through this mystery your servant Lorraine, who has gone to her rest in Christ, may 

share in the joy of his resurrection. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

All: Amen 
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Liturgy of the Word       Please be seated 

1st Reading: Harvey Birrell 

A reading from Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

There is a time for everything, and a season for  every activity under the heavens: a 

time to be born, and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and 

a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to 

laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to 

gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, a time to search 

and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time 

to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate, a 

time for war and a time for peace.  

The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God 

 

Responsorial Psalm: (Psalm 23) Sung  (by Brian Boniwell) 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  

 

2nd Reading: Nathan Birrell 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy 4:6-8 

 

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation and the time of my departure has 

come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From 

now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, will give me on the day, and not only to me but also to all who have 

longed for his appearing.  

The Word of the Lord 
 

All: Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation:       Please stand 

All: Alleluia, alleluia.  I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord. 

 He who believes in Me will not die forever.  Alleluia. 
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Gospel 

John 14:1-6 

Father Justel: The Lord be with you 

All: And with your spirit  

Father Justel: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 

All: Glory to you, O Lord 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and 

trust in me. There are many rooms in my Father’s house; if there were not, I should 

have told you. I am going now to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and 

prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with me; so that where I am you may be 

too. You know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not 

know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said: ‘I am the Way, 

the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father except through me.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily: Father Justel       Please be seated 

 

Prayers of the Faithful       Please stand 

 

Reader: Susan Birrell  

Lorraine’s greatest joy was to be with her family, her children, grandchildren, great 

grandchildren and her extended family and friends. We pray that we too may value the 

importance of family and learn to better appreciate and love one another. 

We pray to the Lord 

All: Lord, hear our prayer 
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Reader: Bernie Shea 

We pray for our family and friends, for those present today and for those who could not 

join us. Give them strength during this time of sadness, may they find comfort in their 

memories.  

We pray to the Lord 

All: Lord, hear our prayer 

Reader: Gary Birrell  

We pray for all those who have gone before us, especially Mum’s parents Edna and Bill, 

her sister Nancy and her beloved son, our brother, Geoff. May they rest together in 

eternal peace. 

We pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer 

Reader: Briony Shea 

We pray for those who are sick and face daily challenges in their lives. May they find 

hope and strength through the love of their family and friends. 

We pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer  

 

Final Commendation 

Before we go our separate ways, let us take leave of sister Lorraine. May our farewell 

express our affection for her, may it ease our sadness and strengthen our hope. One 

day we shall joyfully greet her, when the love of Christ, which conquers all things, 

destroys even death itself. 

 

Song of Farewell 

Fr: Saints of God, come to her aid! Hasten to meet her, angels of the Lord. 

All: Receive her soul and present her to God the Most High 

Fr: May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; may angels lead you to the bosom 

of Abraham. 

All: Receive her soul and present her to God the Most High 

Fr: Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon her. 

All: Receive her soul and present her to God the Most High. 
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Prayer of Commendation 

Fr:  Into your hands, Father of mercies, we commend our sister Lorraine, in the sure 

and certain hope that, together with all who have died in Christ, she will rise with 

him on the last day. Merciful Lord, turn to us and listen to our prayers, open the 

gates of paradise to your servant and help us who remain to comfort one another 

with the assurances of faith, until we all meet in Christ and are with you and with 

our sister forever. 

All: Amen 

Fr: May the angels lead you into paradise, may the martyrs come to welcome you 

and take you into the holy city, the new and eternal Jerusalem. Eternal rest grant 

unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. 

All: Amen 

 

Pall Bearers:  

Gary Birrell, Glenn Birrell, Nathan Birrell & Harvey Birrell   

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 

‘Quiet please, there's a lady on stage’ by Peter Allen 
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May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind be always at your back. May the sun 

shine warm upon your face; the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, 

may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

 

The Birrell family would like to thank you all for your love and support over this 

sad time and your presence here today. 

We also sincerely thank Father Justel for the comfort he provided to Lorraine and 

for conducting this service today. 


